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School context 

Wembdon St George’s Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School stands on the 
edge of Bridgwater in an attractive outdoor setting that has been developed to provide well 
for the needs of the 342 pupils, age 4 – 11 years, who attend.  The number of pupils with 
learning difficulties or disabilities is similar to most other schools.  The school draws from a 
large catchment area and is often over-subscribed. 
 

 
The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Wembdon St George Primary school as a 

church school are good 
 
The school proudly and visibly celebrates its Christian ethos. It demonstrates through its 
values how a Christian community operates in action to ensure that every child is nurtured 
and cared for. 

 
 

Established strengths 

• The outstanding ethos of inclusion and the care and nurturing of all pupils 

• The excellent leadership of the Head teacher, strongly supported by the school 
leadership team, governors and the vicar, in ensuring that Christian values are central 
to school life 

• The behaviour of the pupils and their enthusiastic response and reflection in worship 

• The strong links between the church and the school that have been developed in 
recent years 
 

Focus for development 

• In order to provide more opportunities for pupil’s spiritual development, establish the 
planned ‘Quiet Garden’ and extend the use of Reflective Areas to all classrooms  

• Enable pupils to become involved in the planning and leading of worship themselves 
including additional opportunities for their parents to be able to worship with them 

• Further develop the role of the Foundation governors by ensuring their involvement in 
the systematic monitoring of all aspects of the Christian foundation of the school, 
including seeking the views of all stakeholders 
 

 
The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding in the way it 

meets the needs of all learners 

 
There is an outstanding Christian ethos that underpins the curriculum and life of the school 
and is demonstrated through the nurturing care of all pupils.  This ethos is evident in all 
relationships within the school and was clearly shown during the act of Collective Worship 
observed in the inspection, when items needed by some in order to be comfortable were 



quickly and quietly provided.  Pupils demonstrate the school’s Christian values in a variety of 
ways including raising money for charities, being ‘Buddies’ to younger children and 
volunteering as ‘Playground Helpers’.  The behaviour of the children is very good and they all 
know and use the school’s behaviour policy based on the Restorative Justice system.  They 
know that staff will listen to their worries and will help them.  Parents speak of feeling very 
much a part of the school ‘family’ and of the excellent open door approach of the staff, who 
are accessible and encourage them to come in and talk.  Pupils are proud of their church 
school and say that it teaches them to think about and respect God and to support others, 
whatever their need.  They like the opportunity to be quiet and reflect during worship and 
would like more opportunities to do this.  Pupils, parents and staff know that they will be 
supported in times of need by the school family and this is consistently demonstrated through 
the strong empathy and understanding shown to one another.  Pupils have a good 
awareness of their local culture.  They have visited different churches and know that there 
are other religions represented in their local area. They make a contribution to the local 
community including singing to older members of the church.  Pupil’s spiritual, moral and 
social development is good and they are working to further develop multi-cultural awareness 
both in the UK and internationally.  They have already established links with Jamaica, Malta 
and a school in London.  The Christian character of the school is celebrated in the artefacts, 
banners, posters and displays throughout the environment, including the focal point at the 
front of the hall which is created by Year 6 pupils. 
 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Collective worship has an important place in the school day.  Most staff attend and pupils 
behave well and join in with enthusiasm, answering questions, singing melodiously and 
speaking the Lord’s Prayer with real conviction.  Alongside this, they are also silent and 
reflective at appropriate times and show special consideration to the needs of others.  At the 
start of worship a candle is lit and a short video is shown, to give opportunity for reflection on 
the beauty of God’s world and the creatures in it.  This helps to create an atmosphere of 
peace and calm and also contributes to pupil’s spiritual development.  Pupils are familiar with 
a range of Anglican traditions and prayers including the response ‘Peace be with you’ and the 
Lord’s Prayer. Pupils help to plan and lead their class services and they are keen to be 
involved in planning and leading worship themselves. If established, this activity would be 
well supported by the excellent role models the pupils have in the adults around them.  Pupils 
and parents would also welcome the opportunity to be able to share their ideas and 
evaluations of worship.  At the end of worship pupils are encouraged to reflect on the theme 
and sometimes classes are given something to take back to their room to use in their 
reflection at the end of the day.  Worship is led by the Head teacher, the vicar, other staff 
members, and leaders of other Christian churches including the Salvation Army.  This 
enables the pupils to experience a variety of forms of worship.  The church is used and 
parents are invited to share worship there at Christmas, Harvest and for Leavers Service.  
Recently some of the younger pupils visited the church for a morning and the session 
concluded with their parents joining them for a short service.  Parents enjoy the opportunity to 
worship with their children and the school are considering ways in which they may be able to 
facilitate more opportunities for this. 

 
The leadership and management of the school as a church school is good 

Parents and staff agree that the school is well led and managed.  They speak about the 
strength of the Head teacher and the commitment of the staff and governors.  The governors 
give very good support to the school and are involved in the annual review of the Church 
Foundation and the setting of new targets as part of the School Development Plan.  The role 
of the Foundation governors should now be further developed to involve them in monitoring 
progress towards the targets, including gathering the views of all stakeholders; pupils, 
parents and staff.  As yet, not all areas of development from the previous report have been 
completed, so this should be addressed. The values of the school are very clear to parents 
and to the community and pupils understand them well.  Links with the local church have 
been deepened over the last few years since Revd. Ed Moll arrived.  Parents welcome the 
visible presence of the vicar in the school and the church family welcome members of the 
school in church, indeed parents say they are particularly pleased with the way the church 
and school community overlap seamlessly.  The church is supportive and this is seen in 
many ways including the setting up of a prayer group involving staff, parents and other 



church members who meet regularly. The leadership team provides very good leadership 
based on Christian values both in Religious Education and worship and in the care shown to 
each and every member of the school community.  Staff and parents speak of this being a 
special school and pupils are proud to be here and even from an early age, recognise the 
Christian foundation which underpins it.  As one Foundation pupil said in their prayer ‘Thank 
you God that I am alive.’ 
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