
 

 

 

 

Wembdon St George’s Church School 

Curriculum Information 

Year 4 

Autumn 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very warm welcome to Year 4! The children have settled well, and we are all getting to know each 
other and the routines and expectations of being in Year 4. We hope this newsletter will give you 
helpful information about what we will be learning about in the coming term. However, if anything is 
unclear, or you wish to discuss anything with us, please contact us, either in person, with a written 
note or telephone/email the office so that we can work together to resolve the matter quickly.  

 

Please note that on Tuesday afternoons we have our PPA time (Planning, preparation and 
assessment time) and the children have PE, French and PSHE taught by Mr Holmes and Mrs Roige-
Garcia. The children will therefore need to have a full PE kit in school for Tuesdays. 

Supporting the children in class this year we have Mrs Wynn in class 10TC and Mrs Martin in 9DOC 
in the mornings.  

 

Home Learning 

Please try to help your child, it will make a difference and we appreciate your support. 

Times tables 

 Our focus for this year is rapid recall of multiplication and division facts (times tables). This 
is because next summer children in year 4 will take a government online multiplication test. 

 Times table tests in class take place every Wednesday. Your child will also be given a 
times table rock star username and password and this term their homework will be to use 
this online, fun, interactive programme to improve their knowledge and speed of recall. We 
will be monitoring their use throughout the year and children who improve their score both 
online and in our class tests are rewarded with team points. 

Reading 

All reading should be recorded in the home/school reading diary and initialled by an adult. 
Mrs Wynn and Mrs Martin check the reading diaries throughout the week. Reading books 
and home/school diaries should be brought to school and taken home every day. Ideally your 
child should read every day, including some time spent reading to an adult and discussing 
what has been read. We expect to see a minimum of at least three reading sessions at home 
every week. All types of reading should be included e.g. books, magazines, manuals etc. 
Children are now taking quizzes on our new Accelerated Reader program which will help us 
to assess progress and where children need additional support. Every child who reads at 
least 3 times a week will be rewarded at the end of each half term with an additional playtime. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of us. 



 
 
Subject Content 

English Spelling 
Each week the children will learn a different spelling rule, words containing this rule will be 
tested each Friday. We will be sending a list of words home for the children to learn and 
practise during the week. 
 
WB 23.09.19: Words with /aw/ apelt augh and au. 

Week 30.09: Adding the prefix in (meaning ‘not’ or ‘into’). 

Week 07.10: Adding the prefix im (before a root word starting with ‘m’ or ‘p’). 

Week 14.10: Adding the prefix ‘il’ (before a root word starting with ‘l’) and the prefix ‘ir’ (before a 

root word starting with ‘r’) 

Week 21.10: Homophones and near homophones. 

HALF TERM 

Week 04.11: Words with /shun/ endings spelt with ‘sion’ (if root word ends in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’). 

Week 11.11: Review Week. 

Week 18.11: Words with /shun/ sound spelt ‘ssion’ (if root word ends is ‘se, de or d) 

Week 25.11:Words with /shun/ sound spelt ‘tion’ (if root word ends in ‘te’ or ‘t’) 

Week 02.12: Words with /shun/ sound spelt ‘cian’ (if root word ends in c or cs) 

 

English 

In the first half term we read the novel ‘Street Child’ which linked to our topic work about 

Victorians. The children have written the following: 

A Diary entry for Jim from our class story ‘Street Child’ which included: 

 Writing in chronological order including time conjunctions.  

 Using the past tense.  

 Including personal thoughts and emotions. 

A setting description of a Workhouse which included learning how to use: 

  Descriptive language using their senses. 

  Similes, metaphors and adventurous language.   

A Non-Chronological report on a topic of the children’s choice from the Victorian era. We 

focussed on: 

 Writing in paragraphs. 

 Using a formal tone and writing in the third person (they). 

 Factual language and description.  

 

During the second half term we will start with work based on our class reading book ‘How 

to Train Your Dragon’. Our focus will be on Reading comprehension and grammar work 

including: 

 Using evidence from the text to draw inferences and identify the main ideas in a 

text. 

 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of unfamiliar words. 

 Summarising the main ideas from a section of text 

 Choosing and using pronouns to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 

 Using inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech 

 

We will then be writing playscripts based on the Christmas Story and the children will learn 

how to prepare and perform a playscript including: 



 reading aloud and performing their own work and that of others, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

The half term will end with a Reading focus week.  

Maths For most of the first half term, our focus was on Place Value. The children have learnt what 
each digit in a number represents e.g. 4593 is 4 thousands, 3 hundreds, 9 tens and 3 ones 
(units in the past!). To help their understanding we also use manipulatives such as dienes 
(base 10), place value grids, counters and drawn representations. Ask your child what 
these are: 
 

                            
 

We have investigated rounding to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000, partitioning numbers in 
different ways and ordering and comparing numbers up to and beyond 1000. We have also 
looked at negative numbers and are moving onto addition and subtraction.  
We will learn about formal written methods of addition and subtraction (column method) 
including exchanging which you may recognise or know as borrowing! 

     
Later in the term we will look at length, perimeter, multiplication and division including what 
happens when multiplying or dividing by 1, 10 or 100. We will also continue our focus on 
recall of the multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. 

Science In the first half term we have investigated States of Matter and the children have learnt 
about solids, liquids and gases. We have experimented with balloons, sugar, yeast and 
ice cubes with some fun results! We found out that temperature has an impact on states 
of matter and learnt about the water cycle. Next term we will be investigating animals 
including humans. We will find out about the basic functions of the human digestive 
system, the different types of teeth that we have and their function and look at food 
chains including predators and prey. 

Computing  During anti-bullying week, the children will learn how to keep themselves safe online and 
how important e-safety is. 

RE Our focus religion for the first half term has been Judaism, with the key question: How 
Special is the Relationship Jews have with God? We learnt about Abraham, who is 
considered to be the founder of Judaism, and how the promise he made to God still 
influences Jewish people today. We talked about how Jews keep their promises to God 
through the Ten Commandments. We also learnt about the significance of the synagogue 
and the Torah plus how Jewish families use things in their homes to help them focus on 
their relationship with God and keep it special. During the half term building up to the 
festive season, our RE focus turns to Christianity and our focus will be based on 
Incarnation and the key question – What is the Trinity?  

PE Mr Holmes will be teaching P.E. on a Tuesday afternoon. The children have been working 
on their ball control skills and the importance of team working. 

Topic Our Topic this term is Victorian England and Victorian Bridgwater.  
We will be looking at: 
The Reign of Queen Victoria 
Schools 
The Workhouse 
When the Railways Arrived 
Throughout this project we will be comparing what was happening nationally with what was 
happening in Bridgwater.  
We will also be looking at the work of William Morris and Victorian Christmas traditions. 



 

French We have a weekly French session taught by Mrs Roige-Garcia and the children have 
started to learn different greetings. We will also discover the words used for different day 
to day objects e.g. book, table etc plus colours and family members. 


