
 
 

 
 

 

WEMBDON ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH SCHOOL 

 
“Shining together to be the best we can be 

for God and for each other.” 

 
A policy statement for Spiritual Development. 

 

“This policy should be taken and used as part of Wembdon St. 

George’s Church school’s overall strategy and implemented within 

the context of our vision, aims and values as a Church of 

England school.” 

 

Introduction and rationale 

Our school recognises the following definition of spiritual 

development: 

 

“Spiritual development relates to that aspect of inner life through 

which pupils acquire insights into their personal existence 

which are of enduring worth. It is characterised by reflection, the 

attribution of meaning to experience, valuing a non –material 

dimension to life and intimations of enduring reality. Spiritual 

is not synonymous with religious; all areas of the curriculum 

may contribute to pupils’ spiritual development.” 

 

Spiritual development is concerned with how an individual 

acquires beliefs and values, especially of questions about 

religion and faith, whether life has a purpose and the basis for 

personal and social behaviour - questions which are at the heart 

of and root of human existence. It is therefore also about what a 

school provides through its curriculum, collective worship, 

through its ethos and climate – to help individuals to make 

sense of these questions and about what it does to help form 

pupils ‘responses to life and to various forms of experience. 

 

This policy is consistent with the agreed aims of the school as 

expressed in our Mission statement, the Christian Foundation of 

the school as expressed in the Trust Deeds.  

 



It also takes account of the values and aims contained within:  

 Awareness, Mystery and Value, the Diocesan Agreed RE 

syllabus. 

 “Understanding Christianity.” the recommended scheme of 

work from the BWMAT. 

 “Discovery RE.” scheme of work – used for non- Christian 

faiths. 

 

It aims to be compliant with: 

 

Section 78 of the Education Act 2002.29 which states: 

 

The curriculum for a maintained school or maintained nursery 

school satisfies the requirements of this section if it is a 

balanced and broadly based curriculum which: (a) promotes the 

spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 

pupils at the school and of society, and (b) prepares pupils at 

the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 

of later life. 

 
Aims 

 To encourage a questioning and searching attitude about 

ourselves, to cultivate openness of mind, to develop a sense 

of exploration and to encourage a quest for truth and 

meaning. 

 To help pupils to acknowledge the spiritual experience and 

learning which they already have. 

 To offer pupils a variety of ways to explore and develop this 

aspect of their being. 

 To develop a sense of awe and wonder at the miracle of 

creation, life and the natural world. 

 To help pupils find a language to express their spiritual 

experience, learning and insight. 

 To provide a context of faith, security and loving 

relationships to support each child’s spiritual search. 

 To foster the spiritual development of each child, regardless 

of age, sex, ability or cultural background. 

 To foster self-awareness and promote a feeling of self-worth. 



 To develop a set of values, principles and beliefs. 

 To develop respect and empathy for other people and their 

beliefs. 

 To develop the children’s enthusiasm to explore and learn 

through enquiry and first hand experiences. 

 To enable the children to attribute meaning to experiences. 

 To foster reflection and stillness. 

 To foster a sense of meaning, purpose and direction in life. 

 To encourage imagination and creativity. 

 To enable the children to experience a sense of enjoyment 

and fascination in learning about themselves, others, and 

the world around them, including the intangible.  

 

Aspects of Spiritual Development 
 

1. Beliefs 

The development of personal beliefs , including religious beliefs; 

an appreciation that people have individual and shared beliefs 

on which they base their lives; a developing understanding of 

how beliefs contribute to personal identity. 

 

2. A sense of awe, wonder and mystery 

Being inspired by the natural world, its mystery or through 

human achievement. 

 

3. Experience feelings of transcendence 

Feelings which may give rise to belief in the existence of a divine 

being or the belief that one’s inner resources provide the ability 

to rise above everyday experiences. 

 

4. Searching for meaning and purpose 

Asking “why me?” at times of hardship and suffering; reflecting 

on the origins and purpose of life; responding to challenging 

experiences of life, such as beauty, suffering and death. 



5. Self-knowledge 

An awareness of oneself in terms of thoughts ,feelings , emotions 

,responsibilities and experiences; a growing understanding and 

acceptance of individual identity; the development of self-

respect. 

 

6. Relationships 

Recognising and valuing the worth of each individual; 

developing a sense of community; the ability to build up 

relationships with others. 

 

7. Creativity 

Expressing innermost thoughts and feelings through for example 

art, music, literature and craft; exercising the imagination, 

inspiration, intuition and insight. 

 

8. Feelings and emotions 

The sense of being moved by beauty or kindness; hurt by 

injustice or aggression; a growing awareness of when it is 

important to control emotions or feelings and how to learn to use 

such feelings as a source of growth. 

 

Spiritual Development across the Curriculum. 

The contribution of Religious Education and Collective worship in 

dealing with many of the aspects indicated above is clearly 

central. However, other subjects can play just as significant role 

in inviting pupils to reflect on the meaning of life. For example: 

 

In Numeracy: 

 Infinity and nothing. 

 Pattern and order. 

 Shape and regularity. 

 Truth, certainty and likelihood. 



 The universality of mathematics over time and space. 

 The wonder of numbers, formulae and equations. 

 

In Literacy: 

 Empathy with authors and the characters in stories and plays. 

 The appreciation of beauty in language. 

 Emotions and sentiments in writing and speech. 

 The values of great works. 

 Heroes and heroines in literature. 

 Imagining oneself as someone else. 

 Escaping into other worlds through literature. 

 The element of wonder in literature. 

 

In Science: 

 Wonder as the basis of science. 

 Questions of beginning, creation and evolution. 

 Discovering the limits of experimentation. 

 Birth, life, death and renewal. 

 The universe and beyond. 

 Regularity and order in science. 

 Beliefs in science and the faith of scientists. 

 The impact of scientific achievements. 

 

In the Creative Arts (Art, Music, Drama and Dance): 

 The work of creative artists from a variety of times and places. 

 Beauty, truth and goodness. 

 Expressing, interpreting and exploring deep feelings and 

profound beliefs. 

 Artistic creativity. 

 The effects of the arts on emotions and senses. 

 The arts as means of expressing mood. 

 Skill in creation and performance, and particularly in personal 

reflection upon their own creativity using various art forms. 



 Effects on the emotions and senses. 

 Personal response and preference. 

 Mood. 

 Skill. 

 Pattern. 

 Formulae. 

 

In Design and Technology:  

 Discovering how something works.  

 Appreciating genius.  

 Beauty in design.  

 Perseverance to solve problems.  

 Personal achievement.  

 Learning from others and nature.  

 

In In Physical Education: 

 Being a team member. 

 Pushing yourself to the limits. 

 Extremes of skill, endurance and achievement. 

 Emotion in sport. 

 Personal limitation and failure. 

 Appreciation of perfection. 

 Sportsmanship. 

 

In ICT: 

 The wonder of worldwide instant communication. 

 The speed of the growth of knowledge. 

 The accessibility of knowledge and contact with other people 

worldwide. 

 

In Geography: 

 Wonder at the diversity of environments and people. 

 Questions about the care of the environment. 



 The beliefs behind particular causes and campaigns. 

 World (economic) development. 

 Land formation. 

 Empathy with people from other parts of the world. 

 

In History: 

 Being in touch with past people, things and ideas. 

 Being part of history. 

 Handling artefacts. 

 Influential events and people. 

 The commitment of significant people in history. 

 War and peace. 

 Interpretation in history. 

 The nature and importance of invention and exploration. 

 Empathy with people from other times in history. 

 

In Religious Education: 

 People, places, things, books, actions and ideas held by 

religious believers to be holy. 

 Ultimate questions of meaning and purpose. 

 Ideas of the divine/questions of God. 

 Forms of worship. 

 Use of music, art and drama to express beliefs. 

 Varieties of beliefs, celebrations and rituals. 

 Ideas of commitment and belonging to groups and institutions. 

 The idea of mystery and questions with no clear answers. 

 

In Collective Worship: 

 Opportunities for reflection and response are planned into 

worship. 

 Stillness. 

 Personal and collective beliefs are respected. 

 Sharing and celebrating common beliefs.  



In addition, as part of the curriculum, the children have 

opportunities: 

• To visit places of beauty, interest and challenge. 

• To admire and wonder at the natural environment and human 

creative efforts. 

• To work out personal relationships in unusual and challenging 

situations. 

• To experience community cohesion links at a local, national 

and global level. 

• To engage in charity-based activities. 

• To participate in a wide range of events and activities, 

involving a range of outside agencies, coaches, etc. 

 

Evaluation and monitoring 

Although there is no formal assessment of spirituality itself, 

pupils are expected to grow as part of their spiritual development 

throughout their time here and will be judge on their ability to: 

 Reflect on their experiences with increasing sensitivity. 

 Question and explore the meaning of experience. 

 Develop a sense of awe and wonder as they become more 

conscious of deeper meaning in the apparent familiar features 

of the natural world or in their experience. 

 

Our school uses assessments tools from both the Salisbury 

Diocese to evaluation units of “Understanding Christianity.”, and 

end of unit assessments in “Discovery RE.” for other non-Christian 

faiths. 

 

Teachers should take into consideration that pupils will respond 

differently to various experiences which arise within lessons and 

will already bring ideas and values of their own from previous 

experiences. 

 



Resources and Development 

Although there are no formal resources required to implement this 

spirituality policy, it is recognised that staff need time to 

consider for themselves how the policy should be implemented. 

 

Staff will use the following resources to deliver Religious 

Education throughout the school: 

 Awareness, Mystery and Value, the Diocesan Agreed RE 

syllabus. 

 “Understanding Christianity.” the recommended scheme of 

work from the BWMAT. 

 “Discovery RE.” scheme of work – used for non- Christian 

faiths. 

  

The co-ordinator for this area is currently the Headteacher. 

 

Policy Review 

This policy was formally agreed on …………………………………………. 

It will then be reviewed as part of the school’s on going cycle of 

policy reviews, every 4 years. 

 

Signed 

Chair of Governors   …………………………. Date 

 

Headteacher    …………………………. Date 

 


