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Our Mission Statement: 
 

‘Shining together to be the best we can be for God and for each other’ 
Our aims: 

 To nurture a Christian ethos where all feel happy, safe and valued for the talents each bring to school 

 To develop lively, enquiring minds taking pride in their own achievements and to develop the ability to work 

independently and co-operatively, with a positive attitude to life and others. 

Our values: 

Wisdom, Trust, Service, Compassion, Forgiveness and Koinonia 
 
 

 Underpin every aspect of school life. At the heart of our vision is that our children enjoy their learning and that they 

can expect teaching and learning activities that are inspiring and engaging. There is a high level of commitment 

from children, teaching and non-teaching staff, governors and parents to strive for. 



 
 
 
 

What are Somerset Core 
Standards? 

 

These education standards describe what all 
Somerset schools, settings and colleges can do for 
children and young people with special educational 
needs and/or disability (SEND). 

 

 SEND is everyone’s business 
 

 All teachers are teachers of all children/young 

people 
 

 The right support in the right place at the right 

time 
 

Support for children and young people with Special 

Educational Needs or a Disability (SEND) is 

provided in line with the Somerset Core Standards. 

The Core Standards are Somerset Local Authority 

guidance on delivering the support for children with 

SEND and can be found in the Somerset Local 

Authority website: www.somersetchoices.org 



  

School Based 
Information 

Staff Summary of Responsibilities 

Who are the best 
people to talk to 
at Wembdon St 
George’s Church 
School, about my 
child’s difficulties 
with 
learning/Special 
Educational 
Needs (SEND)? 

Your child’s teacher is your first 
point of contact and will always 
be happy to arrange a convenient 
time to talk to you about any 
concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities Co-ordinator 
(SENDCO) Jim McCall is 
available by telephoning or e-
mailing the school office. 

They are responsible for: 
 Ensuring your child’s needs in learning are being met. 

 Working closely with the Teaching Assistant (TA) to use best endeavours 
to ensure ‘High Quality First Teaching’ is taking place to meet the needs 
of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 

 Differentiating planned lessons to meet the needs of every child. 

 Using the assessment tools with the support of the assessment co-
ordinator and monitor progress to inform the next steps and outcomes for 
every child. 

 
 

He is responsible for: 
•  Coordinating the day to day support for children with special educational 

needs (SEND), advising on the graduated response and providing 
additional support to inform SEND provision. 

•  Developing the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a 
consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school. 

• Ensuring that you are involved in supporting your child’s learning 

•  Working closely with parents/carers, staff and other agencies. Ensuring 

all are informed of the support your child is getting 
•  Monitoring and reviewing any support and interventions in place with the 

class teacher, evaluating their effectiveness and the progress made. 
Using this evidence to then inform the next steps in learning. 

•  Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help 

support your child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, 
Educational Psychology etc... 

•  Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the 
SEND needs of pupils in this school are known) and making sure that 
there are excellent records of your child’s progress and needs. 

•  Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff and/or training 

in the school so they can help your child (and other pupils with SEND in 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Your school’s Phase Leaders are: 
 

Mrs A Bulley 
Mr R Knife 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr David Norton– Head Teacher 

the school) achieve the best possible outcomes in school. 
•  Working alongside the governing body and head teacher to determine 

the strategic development of the SEND policy and provision. 
 

They are responsible for: 
•  Ensuring that the National Curriculum for each phase and relevant 

school policies are being followed. 
•  Ensuring the agreed assessment procedures are relevant and 

consistent. 
•  Ensuring the whole school ethos is consistent based on the school’s 

aims. 
•  Identifying and ensuring curriculum based training is taking place to 

ensure all staff have high quality knowledge 
•  Monitoring the quality of teaching in their phase. Supporting and enabling 

staff to develop their teaching for all so this has the maximum impact 
upon learning for all. 

 
 
 
 
He is responsible for: 

•  The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes 
the support for children with SEND. 

•  Giving responsibility to the SENDCO and class/subject teachers 
but is still responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met. 

•     Ensuring that the Governing Body is kept up to date 

about any issues in the school relating to SEND. 

 



 

Children in school will get support that is specific to their individual needs. This will involve listening to: 
 The child 
 The parents or carers 
 Staff in the school 

 Staff who will visit the school from the Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team, Educational 
Psychology Service, Learning Support Service or Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need) 

 Staff who visit from outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service 

 Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Code of Practice 
0-25 years January 2015. 

 

The Graduated Approach 
(Assess, Plan, Do, Review) 

What would this mean for your 
child? 

Who can get this kind of 
support? 

What are the different 
types of support 
available for children 
with SEND in this 
school? 

Quality First Teaching for all. 
 

Universal Support 

The class teacher has the highest 
possible expectations for your child 
and all pupils in their class. 
• Teaching will take place through a 
variety of strategies with a range of 
resources, starting from what your 
child already knows, can do and can 
understand. 

All children in school will be 
receiving this as a part of an 
inclusive, excellent 
classroom practice. 

 



 

 Differentiated and targeted 
focused catch up/intervention 

groups within every day 
classroom teaching. 

Your child’s teacher will regularly 
monitor progress and will have 
assessed that your child has gaps in 
their understanding/learning and 
needs some extra support to help 
them make the best possible progress. 

• The Class teacher will differentiate 
the work, providing accessible versions 
of the classwork, perhaps with 
additional supporting materials, time 
and/or equipment. • He/ She will plan 
group sessions for your child with 
targets to help your child to make 
more progress. 
• A teaching assistant or the teacher 
will run these small group sessions 
using the teacher’s plans. 

Any child who has specific 
gaps in their understanding 
of a subject/area of learning. 

 

Many children receive 
support at this stage who 
will not necessary have 
Special Educational 
Needs. 

 SEND Support If, despite high quality teaching, 
additional support from in class 
interventions, your child has still not 
made progress, the SENDCO may 
arrange for further assessments in 
school,     testing reading,     spelling, 
reasoning     and     memory     skills to 
determine     whether     any additional 
appropriate interventions can take 
place or to be used as evidence for a 
referral     to     outside     professionals. 
Parents will be informed that their child 
has been identified as having SEND 
support needs. 

Children are identified as 
having a significantly greater 
difficulty in learning than the 
majority of others of the 
same age. 

The 4 areas of SEND 

 Communication and 
Interaction (C & I) 

 Cognition and 
Learning (C & L) 

 Social Emotional and 
Mental Health 
difficulties (SEMH) 

High Needs 
 

Additional funding can be 
applied for to meet the needs of 
children with Education and 
Health Care Plans (EHCP) as 
part of the Annual Review 
process, if it is shown that the 

This means that children have been 
identified by the class 
teacher/SENDCO as needing some 
extra specialist support in school from 
a professional outside the school with 
the consent of parent/carers. 
This could be – 

• Local Authority central services 

A personalised plan with 
outcomes to be achieved to 
be carried out by teacher/ 
teaching assistant within 
school. 
Reviews will be planned to 
monitor and assess the 
child’s progress. 

 



 

 Sensory and/or 
physical needs. 
(S/Phy) 

child is not making accelerated 
progress despite the school 
delivering appropriate provision 
through the assess, plan, do, 
review process. 
The funding can be transferred 
to secondary schools at the time 
of moving on. 

such as the ASD Outreach 
Team or Sensory Service (for 
students with a hearing or 
visual need) 

•  Outside agencies such as the 

Speech and Language Therapy 
(SALT) Service, Learning 
Support Service or Educational 
Psychology Service. 

The reviews are completed 
with parent/carers and the 
child, as well as all staff who 
work with the child. 
Progress reviews are held at 
least 3 times per year and 
are used to inform next 
steps. 
When making sufficient 
progress, the child will be 
discharged and removed 
from the SEND register. 
Parent/carers are informed 
of each step. 

  

The Assess, Plan, Do, Review approach will be used to monitor and 
assess progress and where accelerated progress is observed to close 
the gap between the child and average age related expectations, the 
child will no longer need additional outside SEND support, but instead 
the child’s needs will be met within Universal support in school and 
parents will be advised. 

Education and Health 
Care Plan (EHCP). 

This means your child will have 
been identified by the class 
teacher/SENDCO as needing a 
particularly high level of 
individual or small group 
teaching which is extra or 
different to what is normal 
provision in school and so 
cannot be provided from the 
budget available. 

 

Usually your child will also need 

specialist support from a 

professional outside the school. 

•  Parents and/or school can 

apply to the Local Authority for 
an Education, Health and Care 
Plan (EHC Plan). The LA will 
look at all the evidence and will 
decide if your child’s needs are 
severe, complex and lifelong 
and therefore need significantly 
more hours of support in 
school, by an additional adult to 
make good progress. If agreed, 
an EHC Plan will then be 
issued. 

• If this is not the case, they will 

An assessment for an EHCP 
may be completed where 
children have: 

 

 specific barriers to 
learning that cannot be 
overcome through 
Quality First Teaching 
and intervention 
groups. 

 

whose learning needs are: 
 

 Severe, complex and 

 



  This may be from: 

 Local Authority central 
services such as the Autism 
Outreach Team or Sensory 
Service (for students with a 
hearing or visual need) 

 Outside agencies such as 
the Speech and Language 
Therapy (SALT) Service, 
Learning Support Service or 
Educational Psychology 
Service. 

ask the school to continue with 
the support at SEND Support 
level and also set up a meeting 
in school to ensure a plan is in 
place to ensure your child 
makes as much progress as 
possible. 

•  The EHCP will have outcomes 

and strategies in place which 
will then be implemented. It will 
also have long and short term 
outcomes for your child. 

•  The additional adult may be 

used to support your child with 
whole class learning planned 
for by the class teacher, follow 
individual programmes or work 
with small groups including your 
child. 

•  It is also key that the additional 

adult teaches your child skills to 
aid independence. 

lifelong. 

How can I let the 
school know I am 
concerned about my 
child’s progress in 
school? 

Ask to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss your concerns. 
 

Your teacher will be able to go through the progress made and where your child is with their learning, 
strategies/support which may be in place or could be in place following your concerns. 

 

The teacher will closely monitor and assess your child and then inform the SENDCO if necessary to 
arrange for further assessments. 

 



   

How will the school let 
me know if they have 
any concerns about 
my child’s learning in 
school? 

Your class teacher will firstly alert you if he/she has any initial concerns which will be highlighted during 
the ongoing monitoring and assessments taking place in every class. The class teacher will also make 
the SENDCO aware through the graduated response by completing a concern document, to enable any 
further school assessments to be carried out if necessary. 

 

If these assessments show that your child has a specific area of need, the SENDCO will contact you to 
ask for your permission to make a referral to an outside agency e.g. speech and language, occupational 
therapy, Educational Psychology. 

 

The SENDCO cannot make a referral without your consent. If the referral is accepted, the outside 
person will contact you to inform you that they will be coming into school to carry out an assessment 
which you normally wouldn’t have to attend. They will also send a copy of their report with an action 
plan if necessary, to you as parents as well as the SENDCO, who will copy for the class teacher. 

 

The action plan of intervention will be carried out in school with the outside person reviewing at a later 
date. If your child has shown to have made progress, then they will be discharged from that service. 

How is extra support 
allocated to children 
and how do they 
move     between     the 
different levels? 

A continuous review of children’s progress and needs will be ongoing. When progress is shown to be 
secure, targets from the next level will be given. 

 

The APDR process is the mechanism for how children make progress towards outcomes. It will be 
reviewed on a termly basis and new targets will be set, typically with the Class teacher. The SENDCo 
may mange these meetings with more complex cases. These reviews always include consultation 
with children and parents. These meetings may take place towards the end of the term and you can 
discuss your considerations with the Class teacher or SENDCo. You may ask the Class teacher or 
SENDCo if you are unsure when these meetings may take place. 

How does Wembdon 
support children with 
medical needs? 

Wembdon St George’s Church School is mindful of the need to safeguard the well-being of all children. 
Any children with a medical need will have a personalised Health Care Plan which will be reviewed 
annually or updated whenever necessary if before then. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who are the other 
people providing 
services to children with 
an SEND in this school? 

Within our school we have many extensively trained and highly skilled support staff who have 
had experience in supporting children with general learning difficulties: Dyslexia, Autism, 
Sensory Impairments, Medical Needs, Speech and Language and Social and Emotional 
difficulties. 

 

We also work closely with outside agencies including: 

 

Occupational Therapy 

 

Educational Psychology Service 

 

Physical Impairment and Medical Service 

 

Child Paediatricians 

 

Speech and Language Service 

 

Educational Welfare Service 

 

School Nurse Services 

 

Sensory Support Service 

 

Parent and Family Support 

 Any specific training needed to enable staff to meet the medical needs of a child, will be carried out for 
staff by an outside healthcare professional and reviewed annually. The healthcare plan will state any 
procedures or medicines to be carried out and what to do in case of an emergency. 

 

All necessary staff will be informed of any medical needs, which may include lunchtime supervisors. 
 

Please note that if a child has medical needs, it does not necessarily mean he/she has special 
educational needs. 

 



 

How are the teachers in 
school supported to 
work with children with 
an SEND and what 
training do they have? 

Our SENDCO has a Qualified Teacher’s Status (PGCE) and has been a SENDCo in another school 
for three years. 

 

To ensure all our staff are highly trained, all staff including the SENDCO, are encouraged every year to 
evaluate their own professional development, to recognise what if any training may be 
needed/refreshed, to meet the specific needs of any children being taught in the forthcoming year. This 
can be done individually, as a group of staff or as a whole school. 

 

All staff have received training to deliver the Somerset Core Standards. 

How will the teaching be 
adapted for my child 
with learning needs 
(SEND)? 

School staff will support individuals at a level appropriate to their needs. They will also use a wide 
range of effective resources available, including highly trained and experienced support staff, as well 
as: 

 effective differentiation and scaffolding of existing skills 

 a range of teaching and management strategies 

 a personalised curriculum - different learning tasks 

 smaller groups 

 adult support 

 booster/catch up groups 

 more time given to think and process language 

 pre-teaching to prepare for the lesson 

 personal use of class computers 

 visual timetables and other resources 

 reward strategies 

 individual targets 

 pupil’s one-page profile enabling all staff to ‘know’ the child 

 personalised programs being implemented 

 writing and reading aid resources 
 



 

How will Wembdon St 
George’s Church 
School support my child 
with self- confidence 
and emotional issues? 

 All our staff are aware of mentoring activities which can be carried out in class weekly E.g. focused 
circle times, to promote a positive ethos, social stories, buddies. 

 

 When we have children who need more than this, the member of staff will discuss your child with 
the SENDCo and the school may seek to provide specific intervention for Social, Emotional and 
Mental Health and Well-being 

 

 A range of assessments will be used to identify the child’s needs and a programme of support 
implemented. She/he will spend time talking to, listening to and offering support through a range of 
strategies. 

 

 The TA with responsibility for Mentoring the children will inform the SENDCO and parents of support 
being given. 

 

 If further support is needed, then the SENDCO will make a referral for outside support after 
consultation and consent from parent/carers and taking account of the views of the child. 

What support do we 
have for you as a parent 
of child with an SEND? 

Your child’s class teacher will always be your first port of call and will be able to give some guidance in 
how you can continue to support your child at home. Your teacher’s main aim is to work in partnership 
with parents/carers because success is greater when parents and carers share the responsibility for 
their child’s learning. 

 

Our SENDCO can arrange meetings with parents and all who are working with your child at that time to 
discuss progress, needs and future aims. 

 

Our SENDCO also has strong links to both local and National support for parents and carers where 
advice can be found, you can be informed of various informal coffee and a chat groups taking place as 
well as parent workshops, which can be arranged. 

 

The Somerset Parenting Network Team  
 

 Somerset Parent Partnership Service  
 

 Young Minds http://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

 



 

How accessible is 
Wembdon St George’s 
School Environment to 
children with SEND? 
(Including resources 
and facilities including 
before and after school 
clubs e tc )  

Through our Accessibility Plan, shared on our website, we aim to ensure that children with SEND and 
their families can access all school activities, regardless of SEND. Every effort is made to enable 
access to information, the environment and the curriculum including extra-curricular activities and trips. 

 

 Our school site already has ramps situated in and around the building and grounds to enable 
wheelchair access. 

 

 We also have disabled toilets and shower facilities 
 

 A fabulous Sensory room equipped. 
 

 We have a sound field system and radio aid, with hearing loops fitted in the hall and some 
classrooms. 

 

 We have a well-attended breakfast club and after school care club called ‘Dragonflies’. 
 

 We also provide various extra-curricular lunch time and after school clubs. 
 

We believe that educational inclusion is about equal opportunities for all learners, whatever their age, 
gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment and background. We pay particular attention to the provision 
for and the achievement of different groups of learners: 

How will we support 
your child when they are 
moving on to another 
class or to another 
school including 
Secondary school? 

We recognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEND and so take steps to ensure that 
any transition is a smooth as possible. 

 

When moving between classes within the school: 
 

 Information about your child will be shared with their new teachers 
 

 Your child will have additional ‘transition’ visits during term 6 in his/her new class to help them 
become familiar with the new classroom and teacher 

 

 If your child would be helped by a personalised plan for moving to another year, we will put this 
in place. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 What is the Code of Practice? 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice, 0 – 25 years, is the legal document which all providers 
of education and health have to follow to ensure the needs of children with special educational needs are being met. 
This legislation has been in place since 1st September 2014. 

 

What policy identifies children with SEND, explains the assessment process and contains 
the name and email address of the SENDCo? 

The SEND Policy 
 

 What is transition? 
Transition is the term used when your child moves on from one year group to another or from one phase to another 
e.g. Early Years Foundation Stage to Key stage 1 or when moving from primary school to secondary school. 

 



  

If your child is moving child to another school: 
 

 We will contact the school SENDCO and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements 
or support that need to be made for your child. 

 

 We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible. 
 

 We have very strong links to the local secondary schools and work together to ensure a positive 
transition normally during term 6. Children with Special Educational Needs will have extra visits 
in smaller groups to build confidence and allow the new staff time to get to know your child 
before September. 

 

 If you are planning on taking a place at another school, we can contact the school on your behalf 
and arrange transition visits. 

 



What is the current effectiveness of the provision made for children with SEND? 
Currently, children with SEND (as a single group) do not achieve the same as their peers. However, some groups 
within SEND do make good progress.  

 
As a School, we are always seeking to improve our SEND provision.  



How do I complain about educational provision for my child with SEND? 
This is covered by the normal complaints procedure. This can be found by going to: 
https://wembdonstgeorges.co.uk/about-us/policies/ 



How are Children Looked After by the Local Authority, who are on the SEND register? 
Children Looked After still follow the School’s SEND processes as described above. Additional contact with The 
Virtual School, part of Somerset County Council, occurs on a termly basis and as carers, you will be invited to these 
additional meetings. 



Where can I find the Local Offer? 
This can be found by going to: https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/schools/wembdon-st-georges-church-school/ 



 Do I have to apply for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) if my child 
already has a statement? 
No. The Local Authority will change over any existing Statements to EHCPs within the next four years. Everything 
detailed on the current statement remains the legal requirement. 



 Will the Local Offer improve services for my child? 
The local offer is a database on the local authority’s website made up of all the provision, including school provision, in the 
county, to help families of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities be more aware of what’s available and 
where and what you can expect and when so having a clearer understanding and confidence in ensuring the best support if 
provided for your child. 

 

The Local Offer and information about EHC Plans can be found in Somerset Choices www.somersetchoices.org.uk 

https://wembdonstgeorges.co.uk/about-us/policies/
https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/schools/wembdon-st-georges-church-school/


 
 
 

We value feedback from our parents and carers so please write to or email 
Jim McCall our SENDCO jim.mccall@wembdon.bwmat.org at school to help us continue to provide 

the best service we can for all our families. 
 

Brantwood Road, Wembdon, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 7PS 
01278 451726 

E-mail: office@wembdon.bwmat.org 


