
November 2020 
Source: Guidance for full opening: Schools (5.11.20) Gov.uk 

 

Face Coverings  

Where recommended, the 

use of face coverings in 

schools. 

 

 

The World Health Organisation published a statement on 21 August about children 
and face coverings. They now advise that “children aged 12 and over should wear a 
mask under the same conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee 
at least a 1-metre distance from others and there is widespread transmission in the 
area.” 

• Nationwide, the government is not recommending face coverings are necessary in 
education settings generally because a system of controls, applicable to all 
education environments, provides additional mitigating measures.  

• Schools and colleges will have the discretion to require face coverings in indoor 
communal areas where social distancing cannot be safely managed, if they believe 
that it is right in their particular circumstances. 

• Examples of where education leaders might decide to recommend the wearing of 
face coverings - for pupils, staff and visitors - in communal areas of the education 
setting include: 

o where the layout of the school or college estate makes it particularly difficult 
to maintain social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around the 
premises. 

o where on top of hygiene measures and the system of controls 
recommended in the full opening guidance to schools… permitting the use 
of face coverings for staff, pupils or other visitors would provide additional 
confidence to parents to support a full return of children to school or college. 

• In primary schools where social distancing is not possible in indoor areas outside 
of classrooms between members of staff or visitors (for example, in staffrooms), 
head teachers will have the discretion to decide whether to ask staff or visitors to 
wear, or agree to them wearing face coverings in these circumstances.  

• Children in primary school do not need to wear a face covering. 

• On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures education 
settings are taking, and the negative impact on communication, face coverings will 
not generally be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is not 
possible.  

• There is greater use of the system of controls for minimising risk, including through 
keeping in small and consistent groups or bubbles, and greater scope for physical 
distancing by staff within classrooms. Face coverings can have a negative impact 
on learning and teaching and so their use in the classroom should be avoided. 


