
Wembdon St George’s Church School                                                                                         
Our Learning in Geography 
Wembdon St George’s Church School Curriculum Intent: 

As a school, we have set our curriculum intent with our children at the centre. Our school curriculum intent is underpinned by the 
Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust curriculum intent. 

Our geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination about the world.  

Children at Wembdon St. George’s investigate a range of places – both in Britain and abroad – which enables them to understand and explore 

the Earth’s physical and human processes. We are committed to allowing the children opportunities to explore and compare their local areas 

through practical and fieldwork activities.  

Geography is an exciting subject. Within our school it is incorporated into our topic-based curriculum which facilitates the children’s 

development of key geographical skills and knowledge. 

Our Geography curriculum is based on the following principles: 

• Ensure that children have a deep-rooted understanding of geography in their local area. 

• An acknowledgement that children need to revisit and systematically build on their knowledge year on year. This recognises the fact 
that for many of our children, school is the main source of this knowledge.  

• Children are immersed in age-appropriate historical vocabulary in all year groups to ensure that they have the subject-specific language 
skills required to communicate their understanding. 

 

 



Key:  

 Skills  

 Vocabulary  

 Knowledge 
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UTW: The World 

I know that I live in 
a Town/village and 
can name it. 

 

I know that there 
are some places in 
the world where it 
is very hot and 
others where it is 
cold. 

 

I can talk about a 
journey that I have 
been on and the 
things I saw. 

 

 

I know the names 
of the four 
countries in the UK 
and can locate 
them on a map. 

I can point to the 
equator, North and 
South Pole on a 
globe. 

I know about the 
features of an 
island. 

 

 

 

I can name the 
capital cities of 
England, Scotland, 
Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

I can name the 
continents of the 
world. 

I can name the 
oceans and locate 
them on a map. 

 

 

I can find at least 
six cities in the UK 
on a map. 

I can name some of 
the main islands 
surrounding the 
UK. 

 

 

I know the capital 
city of at least six 
European 
countries. 

I know the name of 
several countries in 
the northern 
hemisphere. 

I know whether a 
country is located 
in the Southern or 
Northern 
hemisphere. 

 

 

 

 

 

I know and can 
locate the capital 
cities of 
neighbouring 
countries. 

I know and can 
locate the most 
mountainous 
regions in the 
world. 

I locate the Tropic 
of Cancer. Tropic of 
Capricorn and the 
Greenwich 
Meridian on a map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I know how to use 
an atlas by using 
the index to find 
places 

I can use basic 
ordnance survey 
symbols. 
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UTW: The world 

I can talk about 
where I live and 
describe my house 
and home. 

 

I am beginning to 
understand the 
difference between 
natural and built 
environments; for 
example the forest 
and the town. 

I know about some 
of the main 
features of hot and 
cold places and 
what I should wear. 

I know how the 
weather changes 
throughout the 
year and the names 
of the seasons. 

I know my address. 

I know what I like 
and don’t like 
about where I live. 

I know what I like 
and don’t like 
about a place other 
than where I live. 

I can describe a 
place outside 
Europe using 
geographical 
words. 

I know how jobs 
may be different in 
different locations. 

I know the key 
features of a place 
from a picture 
using words like 
beach, coast, 
forest, mountain, 
ocean and valley. 

I know the facilities 
that a village, town 
and city may need 
and give reasons 

 

 

 

 

I know why people 
may want to live in 
cities or other 
places than where I 
live. 

I know and can 
locate some of the 
world’s most 
famous volcanoes. 

I know and can 
describe the key 
aspects of 
earthquakes 

I know how to plan 
a journey from my 
town to another 
place in England. 

I know the areas of 
origin of the main 
ethnic groups in 
the UK and in our 
school. 

I know why most 
cities are located by 
rivers. 

I know about the 
course of a river. 

I can name and 
locate some of the 
world’s most 
famous rivers. 

I know why ports 
are important and 
the role they play 
in the distribution 
of goods. 

I know why some 
places are similar 
and dissimilar in 
relation to their 
physical and human 
features. 

I know how time 
zones work and can 
calculate times in 
other countries. 

I can name the 
largest deserts and 
locate them in an 
atlas. 
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I can draw simple 
representations of 
a map and talk 
about the features I 
have included. 

 

I know that a globe 
and an atlas are 
representations of 
the world in which I 
live. 

 

I can talk about 
different weather 
and I am beginning 
to understand how 
this links to our 
seasonal patterns 
of change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I know the four 
main points on a 
compass  

I am beginning to 
use maps to locate 
places. I can use 
aerial photographs 
to identify features. 

I can devise simple 
maps 

I keep a weather 
chart and can 
answer questions 
about the weather 

 

I can use 
directional 
vocabulary to 
explain where a 
location is. 

I can use world 
maps, atlases and 
globes when 
locating places. 

I can use aerial 
photographs to 
recognise 
landmarks and 
basic human and 
physical features. 

I can add symbols 
to my maps 

I can use eight 
points of a 
compass. 

I can use 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries 

I can measure and 
record my 
observations using 
sketch maps, plans 
and graphs. 

I can use the eight 
points of a compass 
in the context of 
describing places. 

I can use 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
human and physical 
features 

I can research to 
find out about key 
differences and 
features of villages, 
towns and cities. 

 

I can use four figure 
grid references. 

I can use 
digital/computer 
mapping to 
investigate the 
human effects on 
the natural 
environment. 

I can collect 
information, such 
as weather 
measurements and 
present in charts 
and tables. 

I can use six figure 
grid references. I 
can use basic 
ordnance survey 
symbols. 

I can use satellite 
and digital 
technologies to 
observe and 
measure human 
and physical 
features. 

I can collect and 
accurately measure 
information such as 
rainfall, 
temperature, wind 
speed and noise 
levels, presenting in 
a wider variety of 
formats, including 
digital. 
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Country, town, 
world, hot, cold, 
snow, wind, rain, 
sun, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter, 
Spring, seasons, 
weather, house, 
home, flat, 
bungalow, shop, 
church, school, hill, 
river, forest, beach, 
wood,  

country, town, 

weather, cold, hot, 

Equator,  North 

Pole, South Pole, 

Europe, world, 

globe, England, 

Wales, Scotland, 

Northern Ireland, 

London, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Belfast, 

river, bridge, 
English Channel, 

North Sea, Bristol 
Channel, Irish Sea, 
River Severn, River 

Thames, River 
Tone, River Parrett, 

hill, mountain, 
countryside, 

moorland, city.  

Coast, rivers, 
mountains, hills, 

meander, contours, 
map, atlas, 

ordinance survey, 
coordinates, 

summit, county, 
country.  

Continents, Europe, 
Asia, Africa, North 

America, South 
America, 

Australasia, 
Antarctica, region, 

environment, 
oceans, seas, 
topography, 

landscape, climate, 
precipitation, 

deserts, rainforest, 
tundra, 

biodiversity, 
biomes, coral reefs, 

savanna, 
temperate, polar.  

Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 

Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 

zones, latitude,  
longitude, globe, 

global, world,  

Demographic, 
migration, 

population, human 
geography, physical 
geography, trade, 
economic, feature, 
industrial, industry, 

greenfield, 
brownfield, goods 

and services, 
regeneration, 
renewables, 

suburb, sprawl, 
sustainable.  
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Town, village, 
house, home, flat, 
bungalow, shop, 
church, school, hill, 
river, forest, beach, 
wood, volcano, 
mountain, hill 

weather, season, 

cold, hot, beach, 

cliff, coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river,  city, 

town, village, 

factory, farm, 

house, office, 

harbour, shop 

weather, season, 
cold, hot, Equator,  
North Pole, South 
Pole, beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 
city, town, village, 

factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 

harbour, shop 

eruption, lava, 
magma, tectonic 
plate, volcano, 

Mount Vesuvius, 
Pompeii, mantle, 
tremor, Richter 

scale, earthquake, 
flood, saturated, 

River Parrett, River 
Tone, drain, 

Somerset Levels 

Continent, city, 
Europe, culture, 

community, 
settlement, trade, 
United Kingdom, 
river, tributary, 
source, mouth, 

bed, silt, channel, 
erosion, oxbow 
lake, sediment, 

flow, bank, basin, 
delta, downstream, 

freshwater, 
floodplain, estuary.  

climate, weather, 
global warming, 

pollution, 
deforestation, 
environment, 

ecosystem, 
extinction, 
emissions, 

renewable, energy, 
conservation, 

(un)sustainable 

compass, natural 
resources, 
navigation, 

latitude, longitude, 
grid reference, 
pioneer, trade, 

commerce, 
economy, voyage 
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forwards, 
backwards, 
sideways, below, 
under, above, on 
top, behind, in 
front, map 

Britain, England, 

Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland, 

position, left, right, 

forward, backward, 

aerial, bird’s eye,  

North, south, east, 
west, globe, Africa, 

Asia, Australasia 
(Australia), North 
America, South 

America, Europe, 
Antarctica, 

perspective, 
landmark, key, 

route 

Countries, 

continents, surveys, 

grid, key, 

reference, axis, 

digital, ordnance 

survey,  

 

Map symbols, key, 
human, physical 

features, annotate, 
illustrate, compare, 

contrast, image, 
aerial,  

maps, atlases, 
globes, mapping, 

six-figure grid 
references, 

Ordnance Survey 
maps, quadrant, 

scale.  

Revision of vocab - 
maps, atlases, 

globes, mapping, 
six-figure grid 

references, 
Ordnance Survey 
maps, quadrant, 

scale. 
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People and communities: 
Children talk about past and 
present events in their own lives 
and in the lives of family 
members. They know that other 
children don’t always enjoy the 
same things, and are sensitive to 
this. They know about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and others, and 
among families, communities and 
traditions.  
 
The world:  
children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to 
places, objects, materials and 
living things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might vary from 
one another. They make 
observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some 
things occur and talk about 
changes. 

 Locational knowledge  
name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
 
name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 
Place knowledge  
 
understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country  
 
Human and physical geography  
 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles  
 
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
 
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather  
 
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop  
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  
use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 
and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage  
 
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left 
and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3  
 
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
 
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 
of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment 

Locational knowledge 
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 
 
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 
 
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 
 
Place knowledge 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a region within North or South America 
 
Human and physical geography 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
 
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 



 
By the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the skills, knowledge and processes specified. 

 
 

In planning to ensure the progression described above will combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the 
complexity of specific aspects of the content. This will include references to local geography when applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Cycle 1 

 

 
Key Stage One 

 
Lower Key Stage Two 

 
Upper Key Stage 2 
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Great Britain! 
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas. 
 
Understand geographical similarities and differences of the four 
countries within the UK.  

 

 

Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography inc. mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes.  
 
Locate the World’s countries.  
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied.  
 

 

Slums 
Human and physical geography of a region of 
the UK and a region within South America.  
 
Human geography, including: 

•  types of settlement and land use. 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
 

 

Land and sea 
Continents and oceans 

 
 

Neighbours 
Countries and cities of Europe 

 
Human and physical geography of a region of the UK 

and a region of a European country. 
 
 

A to B = C 
 

Human and physical geography of a region of 
the UK and a region within South America. 

 

We’re all going on a Summer holiday 
Our local area, Seaside holidays. 

 

Going underground 
Natural resources 

 
Human and physical geography of a region of the 

UK and a region within South America.  
 

Describe the key aspects of human geography 
inc. the distribution of Natural resources. 

 
Locate the World’s countries.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Money, Money, Money 
Globalization 

 
Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography inc. economic activity inc. trade links.  

 
 



 
Cycle 2 

 
Key Stage One 

 

 
Lower Key Stage Two 

 
Upper Key Stage 2 
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Carnival around the world. 
Contrasting locality. 

The Geography of Disney 
 
 

Migration 
 

Human and physical geography of a region 
of the UK and a region in a European 

country.  
 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography inc. climate zones  
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Postcards from Paddington 
 

Similarities and differences of human and physical 
geography of a small area of the UK (London) and 

non-European country (Lima). 
 

Water World 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography inc. rivers and the water cycle.  

 
Rivers to include the Nile. 

 

Biomes 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography inc. biomes and vegetation 

belts. 
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Weather 
Seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK 

and hot and cold areas of the World. 

Settle Down! 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography inc. types of settlement and land use.  

 
Villages, Towns and Cities. 

Energy and sustainability 
 

Human and physical geography of a region 
of the UK and a region in a European 
country.  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography inc. energy.  

 
 

 


