
Wembdon St George’s Church School                                                                                         
Our Learning in History 
Wembdon St George’s Church School Curriculum Intent: 

As a school, we have set our curriculum intent with our children at the centre. Our school curriculum intent is underpinned by the 
Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust curriculum intent. 

• It is tailored to meet the needs of Wembdon St George’s Church School, its context within a town setting and its pupils.  
• It is rooted in the needs of our community, drawing on local culture and heritage. An example of this is celebrating local culturally significant traditions such as 

Carnival. 
• Provides experience of and connections to the world beyond the school in both time and place through a programme of external visits and visitors. 
• Provides a broad range of creative learning experiences to develop children’s moral, spiritual, social, mental, physical and cultural understanding through our 

values and the development of a contextually relevant curriculum.  
• Is ambitious for all pupils and provides additional opportunities to inspire ambition within our pupils. 
• Recognises, celebrates and welcomes each pupil as a unique individual. 
• Secures pupils' core skills, knowledge and understanding to at least an age appropriate level and beyond, and is adapted, designed and developed for pupils with 

additional learning needs or disabilities. 
• Provides both coverage of the National Curriculum and appropriate progression from EYFS to Y6 and beyond. 
• Provides enrichment opportunities to broaden and enhance the curriculum experience for pupils. 
• Is flexible and responds to pupils’ feedback, the evaluations of how well pupils learn and make progress, and in pupils’ performance in external and internal 

assessments.  

Our history curriculum is based on the following principles: 

• Ensure that children have a deep-rooted understanding of history in their local area. 

• This is then broadened to consider the impact of historical periods on Britain, their community and them as children, considering both historical 
periods within this country and in the wider world.  

• Children consider how their lives have changed compared to those of the past, reflecting on the sacrifices made by others to provide them with the 
opportunities for future success. 



• An acknowledgement that children need to revisit and systematically build on their historical knowledge year on year. This recognises the fact that 
for many of our children, school is the main source of this knowledge. To ensure that children build on their knowledge of the chronology of 
historical periods, all year groups will review previous learning, discussing where periods of history already learnt sit on a timeline. 

• Children are immersed in age-appropriate historical vocabulary in all year groups to ensure that they have the subject-specific language skills 
required to communicate their understanding. 

• The history curriculum provides real-life opportunities to apply and deepen their skills and knowledge in the core curriculum subjects ensuring that 
they can understand the rationale behind learning in these areas. 
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Children talk about 

past and present 

events in their own 

lives and in the lives 

of family members. 

 

They know that other 

children don’t always 

enjoy the same 

things and are 

sensitive to this. 

 

They know about 

similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and 

others, and among 

families, 

communities and 

traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer questions 

using artefacts, 

photographs and 

other historical 

resources. 

 

Share their opinion 

and their opinion of 

others. 

 

Give an opinion 
based on evidence 
they have looked at. 

 

Describe some of the 
many changes over 
time that have 
happened since they 
were born. 

 

Give examples of 
things that were 
different when my 
grandparents were 
children.  

 

 Answer questions by 
using a specific 
source such as an 
information book. 

 

Give an opinion 
about an historical 
event, based on the 
evidence they have 
studied (primary 
sources). 

 

Give an opinion on 
whose achievements 
have had the greatest 
effect. 

 

Research the life of 
someone who used 
to live in their area 
and the difference 
they have made. 

 

Find out about the 
past by talking to an 
older person. 

 

Recognise the part 
that archaeologists 
have had in helping 
us understand more 
about what 
happened in the past. 

 

Use various sources 
of evidence to 
answer questions and 
to piece together 
information about a 
period of history 
(primary and 
secondary sources). 

 

Give opinions and 
challenge the 
opinions of others in 
order to answer an 
enquiry question. 

 

Identify similarities 
and differences about 
different periods of 
history. 

 

Research to find 
answers to specific 
historical questions 
about their locality. 

 

Give more than one 
reason to support an 
historical argument. 

 

Communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding orally 
and in writing and 
offer points of view 
based upon what 
they have found out. 

 

Identify similarities 
and differences 
between given 
periods in history and 
understand the 
causal links between 
them. 

 

Research two 
versions of an event 
and say how they 
differ.  

 

 

Give more than one 
reason to support an 
historical argument. 

 

Communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sources orally and in 
writing and offer 
points of view based 
upon what they have 
found out. 

 

Compare the lived 
experiences of 
different historical 
periods objectively. 

 

Appreciate how 
historical artefacts 
have helped us 
understand more 
about British lives in 
the present and past. 

 

Look at two different 
versions of an event 
and say how the 
author may be 
attempting to 
persuade or give a 
specific viewpoint 

Look at two different 
versions of an event 
and say how the 
author may be 
attempting to 
persuade or give a 
specific viewpoint. 

 

Describe a key event 
from Britain’s past 
using a range of 
evidence from 
different sources. 

 

Use a range of 
sources to support 
their point of view. 

 

Evaluate impact of 
new technology 
through historical 
periods. (wheel, flint, 
steam engine, 
computer) 
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now 
then 
today  
yesterday 
tomorrow 
day  
week  
long ago  
old/new 
parent 
grand parent  
lifetime 
calendar 
memory 
remember 
 

 

the present 
the past  
the future 
date  
month 
year  
modern  
recent 
long ago 
timeline  
order  
similar 
different 
important 
clue  
living memory  
grandparents’ time  
great grand 
parents’ time 
memories 
artefact 
 
I know… 

 

decade  
century 
generation 
era/period  
circa 
period 
chronological order  
significant 
king/queen 
rule 
reign 
nation 
investigate  
research  
historian 
museum  
evidence 
source 
similarities  
differences 
 

I know…because 

ancient/modern 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) 
thousands of years 
millennium  
prehistory/history 
archaeologist 
archaeology  
ancient 
conquest 
invasion 
civilisation  
Emperor 
Empire 
sources 
importance 
significance  
legacy 
impact 
effects  
reason 
change  
continuity  
 
I think…because 
Historians 
think…because 
This suggests… 
Perhaps…  

 

B.C.E (Before the 
Common 
Era) 
C.E (The Common 
Era)  
culture 
achievements 
legacy  
democracy 
reliable/unreliable 
source 
consequences 
cause/s 
 
I can infer…  
My conclusion is 
that…. 

 

extent of change 
extent of continuity 
turning point 
legislation 
experiences 
oral history 
primary evidence 
secondary evidence 
Eye-witness 
that… 
impression 
interpretation 
 
On one hand… 
On the other... 
However…  
This source 
suggests that… 
This source doesn’t 
show… 

 

variety of sources  
the purpose   
bias  
propaganda 
one sided biased 
motive 
extent of continuity 
extent of change  
 
The source omits to 
mention… 
Could have been 
Might have been 
May  
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Early Learning Goal 

 

• Children begin to develop 
the concept of past and 
present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family 
members. 
 

•  They know that other 
children don’t always enjoy 
the same things and are 
sensitive to this.  

 
 

• They know about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and others, and 
among families, communities 
and traditions. 

Pupils should be taught about:   
 
 

• changes within living memory. Where   
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life 

 

•  events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally 

 
 

•  the lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life 
in different periods   

Pupils should be taught about:  

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

 

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor  

 

• a local history study  
 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when 
the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient 
China 

 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on 
the western world 

 

• a non-European society that provides contrast with British history - one study 
chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Bagdad c.AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

 

 
By the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the skills, knowledge and processes specified. 

 
 

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world History outlined below, teachers will combine overview and depth 
studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. This will include references to local history 

when applicable. 



 
Cycle 1 

 

 
Key Stage One 

 
Lower Key Stage Two 

 
Upper Key Stage 2 
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Panic on Pudding Lane 
The Great Fire of London 

 
Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 
 
The lives of significant people in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievement.  
 

 

Yabba Dabba Doo 
Stone age to Iron age 

 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
 
A local history study (A depth study linked to one of 
the British areas of study) 
 
 
 

 

Power to the People 
Industrial Revolution 

 
A study of an aspect or theme in British history. 
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Mayday! 
The voyage of the Titanic 

 
Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally. 
 

Lifeboats and Communication 
 
 

Eureka! 
Ancient Greece 

 
A study of Greek life and achievements and their 

influence on the western world. 
 

Olympics and Medicine 
 
 

Maya – licious! 
Mayan Civilization AD 900 

 
A non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history. 
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Seaside Rescue 
Grace Darling and the Lifeboats 
Changes beyond living memory 

 
School Trip:  

Lifeboats at Linmouth and Lynton 
 

The Empire Strikes (Back) 
Roman Empire 

 
The Roman Empire and it’s impact on Britain 

 
School Trip: Caerleon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Off with their head! 
The changing power of the monarchs 

 
A study of an aspect or theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066. 
 

Tudor’s 



 
Cycle 2 

 
Key Stage One 

 

 
Lower Key Stage Two 

 
Upper Key Stage 2 
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The Squibbers Way! 
 

Carnival in Bridgwater 
 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally.  

Turrets and Tiara’s  
 

A local history study 
 

Why are their castles in Somerset? 
 

School Trip: Dunster Castle 

Britain at war 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066 
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Eager Explorers 
 

Christopher Columbus & Neil Armstrong 
 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and individual 

achievements.  
 

I want my Mummy! 
 

Ancient Egyptians 
 

The achievements of the earliest civilizations. 

Benin Kingdom 
 

A non-European society that provides contrast 
with British history . 
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Elizabeth R 
 

Changes within living memory.  

Settle Down! 
Settlememts 

 
Were the Saxons around in our area? 

 
Was Saxon England the same at the end of their 

600 years as at the beginning? 

Invaders and Raiders 
Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 

 
The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for 
the kingdom  of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor.  
 

 


