Important communications about September 2022
It is that time of year again where we are finalising plans for next academic year.
I intend to use the weekly Wembdon News and Class Dojo to communicate all relevant
information to families. If you have any questions that are not answered through these
communications, please do make contact as it is likely other families have a similar
question.

Who will be the Wembdon Senior Leadership Team?
As you already know, Mrs Constanza is moving to a new position in September. This
created an opportunity to review the senior leadership team. I am delighted to share that
the governors and I have been able to provide developmental opportunities for leaders
that we already have in school, rather than appointing a new colleague.
•
Mrs Wallace will continue in the role of Headteacher.
•
Mrs Bulley has been appointed as Assistant Headteacher and will continue in her
role as SENDCo and Designated Safeguarding Leader.
•
Mr Knife has been appointed as Assistant Headteacher, he will no longer have full
time responsibility for a class.
•
Miss Marker (Mrs Luke) has been appointed as EYFS leader on the leadership team,
this role starts in Term 6. In September Mrs Luke will have a smaller class to allow
time for her leadership position.
•
Miss Kennedy will continue in the role of Writing Leader.
•
Mrs Brett will continue in the role as Office Manager.

Who will be my child's class teacher?
When will this information be shared?
On Friday 26.6.22 letters will be sent home informing children and families about their class
teacher and class for next academic year. They will spend the whole day with their teachers
on Thursday 7.7.22 as the start of the transition topic for this academic year.
Prior to sending these letters home, there are several stages we need to go through. The list
below will give you an overview so that you can talk to your child/children about their
friendship choices over the next few days. They will be asked for 3 names, and we will
endeavour to ensure all children are with at least one person on their list.
1. From Monday 13.6.22 children in current years 1,2,3 and 4 will be asked about
friendships so that these can be considered when placing them in their classes for next
academic year.
2. Teachers and SLT will be working on the mammoth task of organising classes from
13.6.22. We aim to finalise these on Monday 24.6.22 and prepare communications
with families.
3. Children with specific needs will have information shared directly with them and their
families to support an effective transition.
4. Friday 24.6.22 letters shared with families. Swaps will not be agreed once these letters
have been sent home as every change has implications for the whole structure.
5. Thursday 7.7.22, children will spend the whole day with their new class teachers.

Class Structure & Registration Groups 2022-23

Why does there need to be mixed year group classes next year?
Next year will be the third year that we have had mixed year group classes, and we are likely
to be in this position for the foreseeable future. This is mainly due to the decrease in children
joining the school in YR/EYFS and the implications on numbers as they move through the
school. Many other primary schools have this structure, or versions of it, in place. As with any
structure there are aspects that work effectively for the children, families and staff and
aspects that are more of a challenge. The class structure/registration groups next year will be
as follows:

RA

30 EYFS children

4/5A

30 mixed 4/5 children

R/1B

2 EYFS children and 15 Y1 children

4/5B

30 mixed 4/5 children

1A

30 Y1 children

4/5C

30 mixed 4/5 children

2/3A

30 mixed Y2/3 children

6A

30 Y6 children

2/3B

30 mixed 2/3 children

6B

30 Y6 children

2/3C

30 mixed 2/3 children

How will the mixture of children be decided in Years 2,3,4 & 5?
This academic year the mixed 1 and 2 and mixed 3 and 4 classes were organised using their birthdays and friendships. We have reviewed the strengths and weaknesses of this rationale and
decided as a staff team to change it for next academic year to alleviate some of the challenges that mixed year group classes present. Next academic year the class structure rationale for Years
2,3,4 & 5 will be as follows:
1. Using the teacher assessment information from this academic year for reading attainment, children in each year group will be organised into groups of children working above age related
expectations, at expectations, below expectations and those with SEND.
2. Children from each group of attainment will then be allocated across the three classes.
3. A typical class in year 2/3 and 4/5 will have children from all reading attainment groups thus creating 3 classes of children with similar learning needs.
4. Friendships will then be applied as the final criteria. This will enable us to make swaps between children of similar attainment in reading to achieve a class where children are placed with a
friend.
5. Children with specific SEND needs will be placed in the class that best meets their needs, this will be decided with Mrs Bulley and class teachers, parents are welcome to make contact to
share their views.

How will EYFS and Y1 work across three classes? Will my child be held back?
Schools are increasingly using the opportunity of a mixed EYFS/Y1 class to meet the needs of children in this important transition year. This year we had many examples of children who would
have benefitted from continuing to access some or all of the EYFS learning provision, but the structure did not allow this to happen. The summary below may answer any questions you have.
1. There is a difference between the registration class children are in, which is a legal requirement to be 30 or below, and the way in which children are taught during the school day.
2. The teaching team and SLT are currently working on identifying children in the current EYFS who would benefit from continuing to access some or all of the provision next academic year,
these children will be in class R/1B.
3. Next year ALL CHILDREN in EYFS (RA and R/1B) will access the full EYFS provision all day every day, they will spend all of their learning time in the EYFS classrooms. They will be taught by
the RA teacher and support staff.
4. Next year children in 1A will have full access to the KS1 curriculum that we provide, they will spend all of their learning time accessing the Y1 curriculum. They will be taught by the 1A
teacher and support staff.
5. Next year the Y1 children in the R/1B class will have a curriculum that meets their needs, and this will be organised differently depending on the child. The teaching team and support staff
across EYFS and Y1 will be a team and will plan together each week to ensure that all children have the right learning experiences.
o
Some of the children will spend all of their learning time accessing the Y1 curriculum.
o
Some of the children will spend some of their learning time accessing the EYFS curriculum in the EYFS classrooms and some accessing the Y1 curriculum in the Y1 classrooms.
o
Some children will spend all of their learning time accessing the EYFS curriculum in the EYFS classrooms as this is the best provision for their needs.
o
Children's learning is constantly under review and there will be regular changes to the planned teaching and learning to ensure we are meeting the needs of all children.
Some families have expressed concern over the idea of children being 'held back' from moving to a new year group. The structure described above does not impose this. Children being 'held
back' a year is a formal arrangement that involves families and the local authority and is only agreed in specific circumstances. The structure above allows for effective differentiation to enable
staff to meet the needs of all learners.
Thank you for taking the time to read this information, I hope that it provides answers to most questions you may have about next academic year. If you have any further queries, please do
contact your child's class teacher or the school office.

Mrs Wallace :-)

Coronavirus – Update for families
Current Covid absence:

•

0 cases.

How long to stay at home and away from others – Latest Guidance
If you've tested positive for COVID-19
If a child or young person aged 18 or under tests positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for
3 days.
This starts from the day after they did the test.
Children and young people tend to be infectious to others for less time than adults.
If they’re well and do not have a temperature after 3 days, there’s a much lower risk that they’ll pass on COVID-19 to others.
Children can return to school after 3 days of isolating if they are feeling well enough to return.
Source: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/

During the last week of term 5, the whole school took part in a study of Queen
Elizabeth II reign.
Each class had a period of time and investigated the toys, clothes, music, food, prime
ministers, laws and headlines during that period of history. We used these as a vehicle
to practice some historical skills.
The children all enjoyed the week and learnt lots of new facts as well as producing
some amazing work, which I hope you enjoyed looking at in our museum. All of the
work is now being displayed outside of our classrooms to share with the entire school.
A brilliant week of historical learning was ended with a celebration in the grounds of
our school. This involved games such as welly wanging & hobby horse racing with
cream teas provided by the PTA.

We are looking for donations of the following to enhance the playground provision we
have:
•
toy cars, garage, mats or linked items
•
dressing up items- accessories, costumes and masks
•
colouring books no longer wanted
•
blankets, cushions, duvet covers
•
rope
•
wellies

Please may we let you know that we have decided to remove the one way system from this term.
Families are welcome to enter and exit the school via both gates.

We would like to recommend that families walk on their left hand side as they travel around the
school site to allow a steady flow.
Class 3/4B had their first swimming session today, Friday 10th June.
They have 2 sessions remaining. These will take place on Friday 17th and Friday 24th June.

Please may we let you know that we have 1 potential case of hand, foot & mouth in EYFS.

Please may we remind you that final cost letters have been sent out to Year 5 families detailing the
final cost for Year 6 Camp next year. This is available on ParentPay for payments to be made.
Please ensure all payments are made online by 31st December 2022. Thank you.

Date

Event

Friday 10th June

Swimming starts for Class 3/4B

Thursday 23rd June

RPSCA Workshop – Year 3 & 4

Friday 1st July

Wrong Trousers Day

Friday 8th July

Sports Day – Key Stage 2 AM, EYFS & Key Stage 1 PM – More info to follow

Tuesday 12th July & Wednesday 13th July

Year 6 Performance – 6pm – 7pm – More info to follow

Friday 15th July

Sports Day – Reserve Day

Friday 22nd July

Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Wembdon Church – 10am – Parents invited –
More info to follow

All dates are available to view on the calendar on our school website: https://wembdonstgeorges.co.uk/calendar/

95.25%

96%

94.25%

This is below the national average.

Teams
1/2A, 1/2B, 1/2C, 5A, 5B, 6A

RA, RB, 3/4A, 3/4B, 3/4C, 6B

